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called the superior turbinated bone; but its formation
and its relations are so different, that it cannot be
considered as equal in importance to the middle tur-
binated bone. Strictly speaking, the relations of the
inferior turbinated are quite different to those of the
middle, and the common designation bestowed upon
these two bones is equally misapplied; nevertheless
there is more excuse in the latter case, as the two bones
bear an outward resemblance to .each other.

The middle turbinated bone divides the air-passage
from the organ of smell. It is, in fact, a downward
prolongation of the inner surface of the lateral mass of
the ethmoid, leaving between the latter and the septum
a narrow crevice-like space, which is an immediate
downward extension of the chamber of the organ of
smell. There is, however, an intermediate space between
this middle turbinated bone and the superior maxillary,
which is the highest part of the air-passage. Thus the
upper part of the air-passage and the lower part of the
organ of smell lie on the same plane, only separated by
the middle turbinated bone, and the crevice of the organ
of smell opens into the upper and inner portion of the
air-passage. The entrance to the former is, as we have
already observed, greatly contracted by the thickening
of the mucous membrane upon the lower margin of the
middle turbinated bone, and by a similar swelling upon
that part of the septum which is opposite to it. The
chamber of the organ of smell commences in the narrow
opening thus left, expanding slightly as it passes
upwards.

In shape the middle turbinated bone may be com-
pared to a right-angled triangle. Its lower margin
begins a little below and before the lower angle of the
body of the sphenoid, and proceeds parallel with the